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Declaration by 
Europaforum V Northern Sweden, 
Östersund, 16-17 January 2003

Europaforum in Northern Sweden is a partnership comprising political representatives at local and regional level in the counties of Norrbotten, Västerbotten, Västernorrland and Jämtland. 

The position paper approved at Europaforum III Northern Sweden in Lycksele, on 25-26 October 2001 forms the basis for developed and intensified collaboration between the counties. The position paper has been further clarified as follows.

1 Europaforum Northern Sweden emphasizes the need for a European regional policy. There is a need for structural funds within the EU, which can contribute to regional development; and Northern Sweden, with its extreme sparsity as a crucial factor, has a special status according to the treaties. Also, the Interreg programmes have been particularly successful and important to Northern Europe, contributing to favourable development. This must mark the starting point for the Swedish government in negotiations with other Member States.

2 It is especially important that the Third Cohesion Report take into account Northern Sweden’s specific conditions, including extreme sparsity, long distances within the region and to the market, and the cold climate. It is appropriate to give priority to the poorest regions in Europe, with a GDP of less than 75 % of the EU average. Parallel with this, existing Objective 1 areas in Northern Sweden must be retained with special status and with reference to the sparsity criterion.

3 Experience of earlier structural funds periods has shown that common strategies and co-operation in partnerships have produced good results. Further, evaluation of the Objective 6 programme shows that the strategies have been correct, but that a long-term approach and increased resources are required to achieve an impact on regional development in Northern Sweden. This justifies continued regional policy investments in Northern Sweden with the support of EU structural funds and national funding.

4 Revision of the guidelines for Regional aids must be coordinated with the design of future regional policy and must strive towards the establishment of development areas corresponding to the structural funds programmes. The sparsity criterion shall continue to form the basis for the implementation of State aid regulations in Sweden.

5 Europaforum Northern Sweden stresses the importance that all policy areas of the European Union should address the regional differences in Europe. Co-ordination between the structural funds, competition legislation, environmental legislation and transport policy is of special importance to Northern Sweden.

6 Europaforum Northern Sweden points out the importance of the Baltic Sea as a landlocked sea which joins the countries bordering it and which enables cross-border co-operation. Northern Sweden shall increase its commitment as regards exchanges of experience with the new Members States and the neighbours of the EU, among other things with the support of transnational programmes such as the Northern Periphery Programme and the Baltic Sea Programme.

7 Europaforum Northern Sweden underlines the importance of the subsidiarity principle and the increasing influence of the regions in the decision-making process in the EU. It is the local and regional level that can provide increased legitimacy for European co-operation by bringing decision-making closer to the citizens. This must influence the work in the European Convention.

8 Europaforum Northern Sweden considers that new opportunities need to be created for combining efforts from different policy areas in order to bring about positive rural development. We feel also that the EU should work to enable more flexibility within the framework of the Agricultural Guidance and Guarantee Fund.

9 Europaforum Northern Sweden has approved a special position paper on East-West communications in Northern Sweden.

Work in Europaforum Northern Sweden will continue to be led by appointed rapporteurs with a mandate from traditional political structures. 

Europaforum Northern Sweden commissions its rapporteurs to carry out the analyses and activities that are necessary for adopted positions to receive attention and for knowledge of European policy to increase at local and regional level. R& D and innovations, the Lisbon Process and the Social Agenda, as well as rural development will continue to be priority areas for the rapporteurs' monitoring.

One success factor is continued forceful commitment by North Sweden European Office and Mid Sweden Office, with co-ordinated action on the above-mentioned issues.
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